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What is MetaPost
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— a bit less than MetaFont: no bitmaps, no layers, . . .

— a bit more than MetaFont: outlines, color, . . .

— a simple but powerful graphic programming language

— a natural (live saving) companion to TEX

— about the most precise graphics you can get

— not that hard to learn

— something to get hooked on

— even more fun than TEX: MetaFun



The Language
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— lines and curves

— transformations

— numerics, pairs and colors

— paths and pictures

— macros and functions

— grouping but no like TEX

— pens and penshapes

— solid and dashed lines

— color

— fonts and typesetting



A Macro Package
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— more color spaces

— shading

— external graphics

— bleeding and alike

— scaling related features

— personal fun, like randomization

— color manipulation

— outline texts



Applications
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— cover pages

— logos

— graphics based on a certain logic

— inline graphics, for instance symbols

— backgrounds and related images

— nasty tricks, like unraveling TEX



Integration
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— independent page graphics

— using graphics

— reusing graphics

— unique graphics

— communicating color and dimensions

— color separation and alike



Future directions
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— there are discussions about extensions

— there is work in progress on extensions

— there are developments in merging TEX and MetaPost

— you may expect even more tight integration in CONTEXT


